[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Expert Portfolio: Pam Sebor-Cable
[bookmark: x--1)_I_will_be_researching_e-portfolios]‍1) I will be researching e-portfolios (in this case "learning portfolios") as they pertain to promoting learning in Higher Education.
[bookmark: x--2)_I_became_interested_in_this_during]‍2) I became interested in this during the summer when I read an article in The Advocate, the National Education Association's newsletter. I taught online for the first time this summer (two courses), but had not explored the possibility of this option prior to teaching online. It looks like a wonderful tool for a student to synthesize what they have learned in a semester, and to be able to access that learning after the course has finished. This could apply to online as well as face-to-face classes.
[bookmark: x--3)_e-portfolios_are_developed_by_o]‍3) e-portfolios are developed by our students prior to graduation, but I have not used it as a learning tool within a class. 
[bookmark: x--4)_My_first_steps_will_be_to_gather_i]‍4) My first steps will be to gather information from the sources listed in the NEA article, and later set up a meeting with our e-learning guru at FSU.
Links:



Felicia: “Please note that soon after the semester is over, all material in the course and on the course wiki will be cleared/become inaccessible at some point.  If you wish to keep any materials, please make sure that you save/keep your own copies of files on your own computer, including copies of text/links that you have added to your own wiki page.”
[bookmark: x--Article_Contribution]‍Article Contribution
[bookmark: x--Article_Contribution-Teaching_through]‍Teaching through Portfolios, Wayne Jacobson and Jean Florman, University of Iowa, NEA Higher Education Advocate, vol.28, No.5, June 2011.
http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/June2011AdvOnline.pdf (go to page 5)

This article is written by both the Director of Assessment and a Professor from the University of Iowa, both of whom have used Learning Portfolios in their work. Learning portfolios are collections of student work assembled by the students themselves to bring together what they have learned in a given course. By collecting this information, along with feedback from instructors and a student’s own reflective comments on the work, the student has a valuable tool to bring with them once the course is done. This may help in future courses as well as references later in life. It allows students to look back and be able to answer the question “what did I learn?”
The article assumes that students will want to “actively participate in their learning (p.7).” If a student is taking a course simply it is required or because it fit their schedule, they are not likely to want to take this extra step. I think it would be a wonderful tool however for students in capstone classes to bring together what they are learning and have it as a resource when they are at the end of their studies.

Weekly Article Contribution:
E-portfolios at 2.0—Surveying the Field. J. Elizabeth Clark, professor of English, LaGuardia Community College, CUNY; and Bret Eynon, assistant dean for teaching and learning, LaGuardia Community College, CUNY, AAC&U Peer Review, Winter 2009.
http://www.aacu.org/peerreview/pr-wi09/pr-wi09_eportfolios.cfm
This article presents a concise picture of the current state of e-portfolios in higher education. The authors identify four main initiatives for the use of e-portfolios as:
· A growing interest in student centered active learning
· Availability of new learning technologies
· Pressure on higher education institutions for accountability
· A need for an “education passport” to integrate “educational, professional and personal lives”

The article provides good examples of how a variety of colleges and universities are using e-portfolios, with links to several examples. The authors also provide pros and cons to the growing movement and international implications for the use of this method of learning. They draw the conclusion that “e-port folios are literally remaking the landscape of higher education” (p.18).

This was a good article for me to read at the beginning of my research, because it really made me want to “get on the bandwagon” of e-portfolios. I had thought of them as sort of a nice addition to classwork, but I am beginning to see them as an integral part of modern education.

Week Six
· Reading articles in reference section of first article and collecting resources from these articles
· Identified three systems for learning portfolios to examine: Blackboard 8 (used by FSU), Epsilon (used by UMass Boston?- ask Felicia) and Sakai Open SourcePortfolio
· Began my own e-portfolio on Blackboard 8 through an FSU training site- not sure I can share this with class since it is on a different Blackboard system (will ask)
· Created survey for project and sent to partner

Week Seven/Eight
· Researched 3 learning systems that offer e-portfolios:

1) Blackboard Learning System: merged with Web CT (Course Tools) in 2006
2) Epsilen (bought by New York Times in 2008) free service for those with an edu web address
3) Sakai CLE (Collaboration and Learning Environment) Open Source e-portfolio system (permanently established in 2005)
· Signed up for trial memberships in Epsilen and Sakai; began work using the my portfolio feature of Blackboard8 (at FSU)

Week Nine
· Practiced visualization techniques for presentation
· Have collected all work done in this class thus far into separate folders to make a sample e-portfolio from this class
· Continued collecting, reading and taking notes on e-learning portfolios
· Discussed with peer group member how she has used e-portfolios since she has had prior experience
· Set up interview with Educational Technology instructor at FSU


https://picasaweb.google.com/117740286632859605190/AwesomeAncestors#
http://framingham.blackboard.com/webapps/bbcms/portfolio/viewPortfolio.jsp?pid=_34929_1



Notes

Sakai CLE (Collaboration and Learning Environment) 2.8.0
Sakai Zone http://sakaizone.org/content/what-does-sakai-e-portfolio-system-provide
From the website:
Open Source portfolio system, Sakai Foundation permanently established in 2005:
“Sakai includes the robust Open Source Portfolio e-Portfolio system. Sakai’s portfolio functionality allows users to store, organize and present digital representations of their teaching, learning or institutional achievement. It facilitates the creation of portfolios for self-presentation, reflection, as well as supporting program and institutional assessment.
STUDENTS: The OSPortfolio provides an environment where portfolio owners — typically, students — can exhibit their work.
1. tools to collect items that best represent their accomplishments, their learning, or their work
2. tools to reflect upon these items and their connections;
3. tools to design a portfolio that showcases the best selections of this work;
4. and tools to publish the portfolio to designated audiences.

FACULTY: The OSPortfolio also offers tools for faculty — anyone who coordinates a Common Interest Group (CIG) such as a course or any other club or project — to provide structure and guidance for CIG participants (students). CIG coordinators, evaluators, reviewers and portfolio guests are able to review published portfolios — and can also provide formal evaluation or informal feedback and comments. Tools for analysis of portfolio items "in aggregate" also make it possible for CIG coordinators, administrators or program evaluators to measure program effectiveness or educational outcomes.”
Cost: $0.25 per month per student
“Sakai is a course management and collaborative learning system. Many teachers and professors from Elementary Schools through Colleges will use Sakai to provide course materials and activities via the web.
The Sakai Project began as a $6.8 million community source software development project founded by the University of Michigan, Indiana University, MIT, Stanford, the uPortal Consortium, and the Open Knowledge Initiative (OKI). The purpose of the project, which received a $2.4 million grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, was to produce open source Collaboration and Learning Environment (CLE) software. The Sakai Partners Program (SPP) extends this community source project to other academic institutions around the world, and is supported by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and SPP member contributions
In October 2005, the Sakai Project announced the creation of the Sakai Foundation, a non-profit membership corporation to provide a permanent home for the growing Sakai community. The Sakai Foundation provides Sakai developers, adopters, and users a place to coordinate efforts.”

Article on why URI chose Sakai over Blackboard:

URI’s decision to use Sakai rather than Blackboard (also known as WebCT):
http://www.uri.edu/its/sakai.html#webct

Why Discontinue WebCT (Course Tools)?
The University has no choice. Among the many reasons are the following:
•Blackboard Inc., a company that merged with WebCT Corporation in 2006, announced that development and support of WebCT Campus Edition 4.1, which URI is using, is being discontinued. Their new product, WebCT Vista, is not a simple replacement for WebCT 4.1, so moving to Vista would have been as much of a change as to any other competing product. Furthermore, when WebCT merged with Blackboard Inc., they announced that within two years another new product would succeed Vista and Blackboard's own system. Choosing either Vista or Blackboard would likely have required a move to a second new product within a few years.
•The vendor ceased enhancing WebCT in December 2008.
•Non-catastrophic maintenance was reduced in priority starting January 2009.
•WebCT 4.1 has incompatibilities with future versions of hardware and LINUX.
•URI's annual license price for WebCT/Blackboard will be increased from $30K to $85K.
The Replacement Process
In April 2008, the search for the WebCT 4.1 replacement began. All faculty members were invited to participate, and a core evaluation team was formed to help guide the larger community of courseware management system users through this process. An invitation to attend meetings was extended to all interested parties on campus.

After months of research and discussion by the evaluation team, Sakai and Blackboard/WebCT were chosen as the two finalists and brought to campus in September for a general presentation open to all members of the community.
On September 29th, a meeting was held to choose the WebCT4.1 replacement. The meeting was audio-recorded and posted on http://media.uri.edu/itms/Comparison_20080929.wav. The first part is
the comparison; the second part is the discussion among the attendees. For a look at the comparison of the two products, please refer to the Review of Functionality Improvements over WebCT4.1 document.
At the end of the meeting, the attendees agreed unanimously, by a show of hands, that Sakai is a better fit for URI, with concern voiced by faculty that they would need sufficient support from ITS for course migration from WebCT to Sakai and then for the ongoing use of Sakai.


Epsilen http://www.onlineuniversities-weblog.com/50226711/2008/04/page/2
New York Times Launches Course Content Website
Posted by in Uncategorized Apr 15th, 2008

The New York Times has launched a new educational website, called Epsilen, designed to help instructors build course content and help students connect with their classmates. Inside Higher Ed reports.
"Epsilen allows students and faculty members to create their own profiles – a free service for those with.edu e-mail addresses – which can contain resumes, an e-portfolio, a blog and more. The service was initially a central component, along with the availability of archived news and multimedia content, of the times's foray into providing technology and marketing services to colleges that offer distance learning…

The New York Times Knowledge Network provides the service with tailored and subject-specific content modules, offering instructors template tools to match articles, graphs and other materials with their lectures or online notes. News content goes all the way back to 1851, Nudelman said. "We're really excited because we know that we're in the process now of really ramping up," she said, with over 1,200 members of the Times network and active Epsilen users from more than 830 different institutions."

Epsilen is unique in that it combines the features of a content repository, a social network, and a course management system. By using the New York Times content, some online teachers have been able to create their own curriculum, eliminating the need for pricey textbooks
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http://sakaiproject.org/eportfolios


http://www.epsilen.com/LandingSite/ContentPage.aspx?ContentSysName=drcsvssiWzAEbN5mKkIrw7dqgONyvyOMg6wxmi94yU4qrH235tARRA==&tab=2


http://www.blackboard.com/quicktutorials/Bb_ePortfolios_swf.htm
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